DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY (SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER)
10 / 11 April 2021
Dear Parishioner,
Many thanks for making the celebration of Easter in our parish so meaningful, joyful and prayerful.
May the blessings of Easter continue to be with us for ever!
We are Easter People and the life of early Christians give us the model to be the Easter People. In
the first reading we are given a picture of the life of early Christians. After having experienced and
encountered the risen Lord and having been given the Holy Spirit, they tried to follow the teachings
of Jesus Christ: “The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his
own use anything that he had, as everything they owned was held in common... None of their
members was ever in want...”
We may call this life the Kingdom of God. However, this blessed life lost its beauty over time due
to the selfishness and self-centeredness of human beings. This way of life in the Spirit is still a call
and mission for us to achieve.
May you and your family have a blessed Season of Easter! Fr Antony

Divine Mercy Sunday [Adoration from 2.30pm and Holy Mass at 3pm]
Saint Pope John Paul II says: “The Heart of Christ! His
"Sacred Heart" has given men everything: redemption,
salvation, sanctification. St Faustina Kowalska saw coming
from this Heart that was overflowing with generous love, two
rays of light which illuminated the world. "The two rays",
according to what Jesus himself told her, "represent the blood
and the water" (Diary, p. 132). The blood recalls the sacrifice
of Golgotha and the mystery of the Eucharist; the water,
according to the rich symbolism of the Evangelist John,
makes us think of Baptism and the Gift of the Holy Spirit (cf.
Jn 3: 5; 4: 14).
Through the mystery of this wounded heart, the restorative
tide of God's merciful love continues to spread over the men
and women of our time. Here alone can those who long for
true and lasting happiness find its secret.
"Jesus, I trust in you". This prayer, dear to so many of the
devout, clearly expresses the attitude with which we too
would like to abandon ourselves trustfully in your hands, O
Lord, our only Saviour”.
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Parish Office:
Parish Office is open on Mondays and Fridays from 10.00am to 3.00pm.
Josepha Flahive & Lisa O’Hara [phone: 02086983672; email: catford@rcaos.org.uk]

MASS TIMES & INTENTIONS

SAT

7.00pm

SUN

Sigamony R.I.P. [UCM]

09:00am
11.30am
2.30pm
3.00pm (Feast of Divine Mercy)
MON 09.15am

Divine Mercy Sunday
Bridget Doyle R.I.P. – 1st Anniversary
Thierry Christian-Gnanakumar R.I.P.
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Sr Josefa Caruana & Maria Zammit R.I.P.
Genovieve Stanislaus R.I.P.

TUE

Friends & Family of Melanie Thomas - Thanksgiving

09.15am

WED 09.15am
THU
FRI

Miriam Hayward R.I.P.

No Mass
6.30pm
7.00pm

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
Michelle

R.I.P.: Please pray for the peaceful repose of the soul of Michael Neal George who
died recently. May he rest in Peace.
Virtual Meeting with Fr Antony via Zoom: If you would like to speak to Fr
Antony, please use the ID and Passcode, on Monday this week from 10am. If
there is someone before you, please wait in the Zoom Waiting Room.
Meeting ID: 7578777461; Passcode: 20212021
9 pm for Night Prayer Every Day: In this Pandemic, let us pray together as God’s
family and receive His blessings before going to sleep. Please invite your family also
to join prayer.
Meeting ID: 7578777461; Passcode: 20212021,
Please pray for the sick: Myra Hannon, Melanie Thomas, Florence Nosegbe, Lydia
Joseph, Pat Vessey, John Conway, Gala Lobo, Mary Emmanus, Pat Doyle, Tommy
Murphy and Alan Durkin. If you would like the parish community to pray for the
sick members of your family and to be added in the newsletter, please send us an
email.
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Jesus our Saviour
You give with much love,
As You walk alongside us
From heaven above.

Standing among us,
You are always so near,
Your words, they are simple,
Yet often we won't hear.

We saw Your greatness,
When you took on our sin
You died on the cross
Yet Your Resurrection did win.

When we fall, you lift us
When we stray, you follow
Like the lost lamb You find us,
You wipe away our sorrow.

You brought us salvation
You saved all our souls
We thank you dear Jesus
May Your divine love be our
goals

So thank you dear Jesus
For your wisdom and graces
We cherish your friendship
See your smiles on our faces

You inspire us and encourage us,
God's plan is on show.
Our souls dressed for life
Where on earth we do grow.

Keep us filled with compassion
Let us be joyful and kind
Let Your love shine through us
Bringing hope to the blind.

We live, laugh and love,
We dance, sing and pray
We try to be good
Living Your word as we play.

Help us, Your servants
To be courteous and wise,
So when people greet us, Lord
They see You in our eyes.
Lisa O’Hara
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Please Join our Holy Cross WhatsApp groups...
[please click and join if you wish to participate]

Please Join our Holy Cross WhatsApp groups...
[please click and join if you wish to participate]
Morning Blessings [to receive Bible reflections and blessings – every day]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/EG7VHLJfMAOHuDqCivs97w
Church Care Team [every Saturday 12 noon]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LLxRcM2UJgw7CHwGGI5vVA
Welcome Ministers: https://chat.whatsapp.com/D1BJE19Dd1O4K3MhO9bjlW
9pm Monastery [to pray the night prayer of the Church every day at 9pm]:

https://chat.whatsapp.com/FBNBqhXSuYjBChJn4usA3x
New to Catholic Faith? [kindly forward those link to anyone who would like to know
more about Catholic Faith]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GEBv8LihA7w4pWhB1rehwF
Holy Cross Choir [Main Choir for feasts]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/GKYGQ1qGjg91ZIAk6unJCI
Holy Cross Readers [6.30pm – Saturday]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/IMm717ja0TdBK92FgSEn2d
Holy Cross Readers [9am – Sunday]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/LEvkwiVE81lH7bg4W08u2s
Holy Cross Readers [11.30am – Sunday]:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/KucZUJt4dIXF4m0TpqMlVz
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Readings at Mass
First reading – Acts 4: 32-35
The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul.
The whole group of believers was united, heart and soul; no one claimed for his own use anything
that he had, as everything they owned was held in common.
The apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus with great power, and
they were all given great respect.
None of their members was ever in want, as all those who owned land or houses would sell
them, and bring the money from them, to present it to the apostles; it was then distributed to any
members who might be in need.
Responsorial Psalm – Ps 11
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let the sons of Aaron say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who hear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
The Lord’s right hand has triumphed;
His right hand raised me up.
I shall not die, I shall live
and recount his deeds.
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord,
but not doomed to die.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end.
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Second reading – 1 John 5: 1-6
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ has already overcome the world.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ
has been begotten by God;
and whoever loves the Father that begot him
loves the child whom he begets.
We can be sure that we love God’s children
if we love God himself and do what he has commanded us;
this is what loving God is –
keeping his commandments;
and his commandments are not difficult,
because anyone who has been begotten by God
has already overcome the world;
this is the victory over the world –
our faith.
Who can overcome the world?
Only the man who believes that Jesus is the Son of God:
Jesus Christ who came by water and blood,
not with water only,
but with water and blood;
with the Spirit as another witness –
since the Spirit is the truth.
Sequence

Victimae Paschali Laudes
Christians, to the Paschal Victim
offer sacrifice and praise.
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb;
and Christ, the undefiled,
hath sinners to his Father reconciled.
Death with life contended:
combat strangely ended!
Life’s own Champion, slain,
yet lives to reign.
Tell us, Mary:
say what thou didst see
upon the way.
The tomb the Living did enclose;
I saw Christ’s glory as he rose!
The angels there attesting;
shroud with grave-clothes resting.
Christ, my hope, has risen:
he goes before you into Galilee.
That Christ is truly risen
from the dead we know.
Victorious king, thy mercy show!
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Gospel Acclamation – John 20: 29
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
Alleluia!
Gospel - John 20: 19-31
Eight days later, Jesus came again and stood among them.
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were closed in the room where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace
be with you’, and showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy when they
saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.
‘As the Father sent me,
so am I sending you.’
After saying this he breathed on them and said:
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
For those whose sins you forgive,
they are forgiven;
for those whose sins you retain,
they are retained.’
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. When
the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made
in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into his
side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the house again and Thomas was with
them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said.
Then he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give me your hand; put it
into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to
him:
‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in
this book. These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that believing this you may have life through his name.
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