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21 Sunday of Ordinary Time
23 August 2020
Mass Readings
Entrance Antiphon: Cf. Ps 85: 1-3
Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; save the servant who
trusts in you, my God. Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to
you all the day long.
First Reading: Isaiah 22:19-23
Thus says the Lord of Hosts to Shebna, the master of the
palace: I dismiss you from your office, I remove you from
your post, and the same day I call on my servant Eliakim son
of Hilkiah. I invest him with your robe, gird him with your
sash, entrust him with your authority; and he shall be a father
to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the House of Judah. I
place the key of the House of David on his shoulder; should
he open, no one shall close, should he close, no one shall
open. I drive him like a peg into a firm place; he will become
a throne of glory for his father’s house.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 137(138):1-3,6,8
Your love, O Lord, is eternal: discard not the work of your
hands.
Second Reading: Romans 11:33-36
How rich are the depths of God – how deep his wisdom and
knowledge – and how impossible to penetrate his motives or
understand his methods! Who could ever know the mind of
the Lord? Who could ever be his counsellor? Who could ever
give him anything or lend him anything? All that exists comes
from him; all is by him and for him. To him be glory for ever!
Amen.
Gospel Acclamation: 2Co5:19
Alleluia, alleluia!
God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, and he has
entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
Alleluia!
Gospel: Matthew 16:13-20
When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi he put
this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of
Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say he is John the Baptist,
some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ ‘But
you,’ he said ‘who do you say I am?’ Then Simon Peter spoke

up, ‘You are the Christ,’ he said, ‘the Son of the living God.’
Jesus replied, ‘
Simon son of Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father in
heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on this rock I
will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can
never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be
considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth
shall be considered loosed in heaven.’ Then he gave the
disciples strict orders not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
O Lord, who gained for yourself a people by adoption through
the one sacrifice offered once for all, bestow graciously on us,
we pray, the gifts of unity and peace in your Church. Through
Christ our Lord.
Communion Antiphon: Cf. Ps 103: 13-15
The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you
bring forth bread from the earth and wine to cheer the heart.
Scripture lessons summarized: The first reading, taken from
Isaiah, tells us how God hates unfaithful and selfish officials.
He removed the proud “master of the royal palace” from his
office, taking from Shebna the power and responsibility of
which he had proven unworthy, and gave both to the humble
and faithful Eliakim. The robe, the sash, and the keys are the
insignia of this office. In today’s Responsorial Psalm (Ps 138),
David thanks God for having raised him from lowly origins
and given him authority as king over the people of Israel. In
the second reading, St. Paul praises God for the depth of His
wisdom, knowledge, and correct judgments, asserting that He
is the Source of all authority on earth and in Heaven. Today’s
Gospel passage shows us how Peter confesses Jesus as
his Lord and Savior and how Jesus, in turn, approves Peter’s
words and gives him teaching and ruling authority in his
Church. Thus, Jesus establishes a “Magisterium” in his
Church to serve the spiritual and physical needs of the Church
members. By Jesus’ statement, “I will give you the Keys to the
Kingdom of Heaven,” he gives Peter and his successors the
power to bind and to loose (make laws; exercise authority) in
the Church, and the assurance that their decisions will be
ratified in Heaven.
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Mrs Maria Liverpool
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Days to Remember

CATCH-UP SESSIONS:15 August 2020 [10am] and 12 September 2020 [10am]
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: 22 August 2020 [5pm] and 13 September 2020
[4pm]
DAYS OF CELEBRATION:
24 August 2020 [10am]; 27 August 2020 [10am]; 19 September [10am];
20 September [4pm]; 26 September [10am]; 27 September [4pm] and 3 October ]10am]
New Mass Times: Please find below the new Mass times which will take effect from 1st
September to the end of the Pandemic.
Monday – 7pm; Tuesday – 9.15am; Wednesday – 9.15am; Thursday – no Mass for the
Public; Friday – Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the sacrament of Reconciliation at
7pm and the holy Mass at 7.30pm; Saturday – 7pm [Vigil Mass]; Sunday – 9am and
11.30am. on Sundays, a Holy Mass will be available for the housebound and sent to people
via WhatsApp. All Masses are also available on live-stream.
Entry into Mass will be on a first come first served basis, and where the maximum number
[70] is met, those awaiting entry shall be asked to kindly attend an alternative Mass.
Please remember:
• The obligation to participate in Sunday Mass remains suspended.
• Toilet facilities in churches should remain closed to prevent any risk of transmission
of infection.
• Please do not kneel as it reduces one-meter social distance in our church. When the
time comes for you to kneel, please remain seated in a prayerful manner.
• Sick Visits: I am now visiting the housebound. Kindly give me a call and let me
know if you require Holy Communion and a visit to someone who is feeling poorly
or who is housebound.
• Face Mask: The one-meter distance rule applies and all parishioners (excluding very
young children) are required to wear a face mask and to sanitize their hands.

