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2ND Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)
19 April 2020

Dear beloved family of Holy Cross,
I hope and pray that you are all keeping safe and healthy. You are
always in my thoughts and prayers and I am looking forward to
seeing you again soon in our Holy Cross church. Until then let us be
united in prayer and God’s love.
This Sunday is Divine Mercy Sunday and we celebrate the mercy and
compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ. In psalm 145:8, the Psalmist
acclaims: The Lord is merciful, compassionate, and always ready to
forgive.
Jesus is calling on mankind to turn with devotion to his Divine Mercy,
and the divine love and mercy experienced by people for over 2000
years continues to be experienced within our own day to day
life. Please join the Divine Mercy prayer in our parish at 3pm via
video-streaming.
During this time of lock-down, I am so thankful for the support you
have shown me. Your prayers, phone calls and messages are a source
of strength for me. I would like to thank you for your Easter greetings
and gifts. It gives me great joy to be in contact with you via social
media. Composing the daily morning prayer, celebrating daily Mass,
and preparation of the Newsletter takes up a great deal of time, but my
contact with you gives me great joy and I thank all those of you have
given me useful feedback.
Each day I am asked to add more people to our BLESSINGS FROM HOLY CROSS
WhatsApp group, which is reaching out to people in many countries. Kindly continue to
send me WhatsApp numbers of your friends and family members who will feel supported by
the morning blessings.
This lock-down period is also helping me to proclaim the Good News of God in a creative
way. Apart from the time spent in prayer, I am creating our parish Facebook page, Instagram,
YouTube and so on. Soon you will be invited to participate in ZOOM video-prayer services
and parish meetings.
This time our life is both unique and unprecedented. But this time does provide us with the
opportunity to spend an increased amount of time within our own family and we pray that it
will nurture a greater family union, allowing us to develop a fuller understanding of and
appreciation for every one of our family members from the eldest to the youngest. Above all,
let us take advantage of this opportunity to increase the time spent in prayer.
United in Christ we are never alone,
Antony

Pope Francis: ’Each of us is called…to
rediscover in the Risen Christ the one who
rolls back from our heart the heaviest of
stones.’…’Do not fear, then: the Lord loves
your life, even when you are afraid to look at
it
and take it in hand.’…’Jesus is a specialist at
turning our deaths into life, our mourning into
dancing.’…’Faith always needs to…reawaken its first love for Jesus and His
call.’ ‘Easter teaches us that believers do not linger at graveyards, for they are
called to go forth to meet the Living One.’

Archbishop John: …This weekend we keep the Second Sunday of Easter,
now known universally in the Church as Divine Mercy Sunday. It reminds us
that the Lord’s merciful love flows from His heart for everyone. Please
remember that this includes you. The Lord is patient and kind. His love and
mercy are everlasting. Unlike the Apostle
Thomas, we have not been able to see and put our fingers in the
wounds of our Lord’s risen body; but the Lord Jesus sees our
wounds, and those of our people, and He reaches out to lay upon
us the healing touch of His grace and mercy. We are truly
blessed because, though we have not seen, we believe. … My
brothers and sisters, we rejoice that Jesus Christ is risen and reigning, and that
His love and mercy endure forever.
R.I.P. Please pray for the peaceful repose of the soul of Bridget Doyle whose funeral will be on 11 May in
Hither Green Cemetery. Also pray for Mary Onojeghuo who died recently. May they rest in peace.

FAMILY, A DOMESTIC CHURCH
Since the Holy Mass cannot be celebrated publicly, please sustain your life of prayer, turning to the
Scriptures, the Rosary, to novenas and litanies, using Catholic social media and internet resources to
keep connected in the communion of faith. Live-stream celebrations of the Mass and other devotions are
available from churches and shrines across the country and around the world. We encourage every
Catholic - individuals, couples and families – to create, if there is not one already present, a simple shrine
in their home, with a crucifix and religious images, to provide a focus until that blessed day when we
are able to gather in our churches once more.

NEWSLETTER MATTERS
We used to celebrate our people’s birthdays in our Holy
Cross. May this lockdown not stop us celebrating our
birthdays, wedding anniversaries, exam success,
achievements…please send the details with your photos
and we will let our people know about it. It also gives the
opportunity for us to pray for you and for each other.

Happy Birthday to Des Gabriel who
celebrates his 60th birthday.

Happy Birthday to Patrick O’Hara
who celebrates his 7th birthday.

Mark & Catherine Sanderson celebrate
their 29th wedding anniversary on 20th April

Joe and Annette Green celebrate their 29th
wedding anniversary on 20th April
Congratulations..
- Holy Cross

Happy Easter FR. Antony. Halleluia! we give
thanks and praise be his holy name.
Thank you for the lovely service yesterday and
looking forward to today’s service/ Mass.
Many thanks…

YOUR

Dear Fr Antony, thank you so much for the beautiful
masses you have been celebrating and sharing with
us, also the words in your newsletter are so kind and
spiritual, happy Easter to you, I look forward to
meeting again soon, god bless you. John

VOICES…

The work that you have done for our parish over the past year is much appreciated
Father. Thank you. Best Wishes, D.
Good Morning Fr, and a Happy Easter to you. A big thank you for bringing the words
of Our Lord by Audio, this has been very much appreciated by myself in these
difficult times. God Bless and take care.

Lovely Mass this morning Father,
we followed the stream. Obviously
not the same as being together, but
next best thing. Thank you, stay
safe…

We pray the Lord will bless you as you follow
in His way. May you find joy and peace as He
inspires you each day. Congratulations on your
anniversary of your Ordination. "The blessing
of the Lord be upon you." Psalm 129:8
…and Family

Happy Easter, Fr Antony! He is risen, Alleluia! Thank you for being there for us all,
and for your prayers. I pray for you to stay safe.
Happy anniversary Fr. Antony. God blessing be with you. I prayed especially for you
yesterday as you go and bless all the sick in the hospital. May almighty bless you always and
keep you safe. Soon as I wake up, my normal routine is to hear you wonderful blessing…
Hearty congratulations on your priesthood anniversary dear Father. We are so grateful
and blessed to have you in our lives. With much prayers and love…
Good morning Rev Fr Antony,
Congratulations on your ordination anniversary.
You have been able to get all the communities together in the parish and are an inspiration.
Thanks for the mass offered to my parents this morning.
Many thanks, Neville and family

Dear Fr Antony, thank you for thinking of us. We are fine just keeping inside as much as
possible. We are keeping in touch with all the family with group video calls… We are in very
strange times but there is still much to be grateful to God for each day. Keep strong for
everyone's sake and thank you for faithfully celebrating Holy Mass for all our parish each
day.

Happy Birthday of the Day of your Priesthood. I thank
and praise the Lord Who choose you to serve Him; and
big thanks to you for saying YES.
May the Peace and
the Joy of God your Father stay with you forever and
may your Ministry of Priesthood be blessed in the Name
of Jesus Christ the One Whom servant you are.
than glad to share, God Bless you and all the
people in the world. E.

Happy Anniversary Father. Sunshine
greetings from Holly and I on this
your Special Day when YOU said
YES to the Lord. May HE continue to
BLESS GUIDE and PROTECT YOU
as you walk in his Light following
His footsteps to be a good Shepherd
to His Flock. Cynthia

Good morning dear Fr, I hope you are OK, and keeping safe. It has been truly
wonderful to be able to watch your Easter services. Thank you so much for all
the news and information you have sent, which has been so helpful. We have all
experienced an unexpected Easter journey. I sincerely hope you know how
much we all appreciate your love and prayers as you have worked tirelessly
ensuring we receive as much information and resources as possible. Keep
well…

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

MASS TIME
SUN 19

9.00 pm

MASS INTENTIONS: 19th April – 25th Apr
Bridget Woods R.I.P.

MON 20

9.00 am

Bridget Doyly R.I.P. [Diamond Club]

TUE 21

9.00 am

Saint Anselm of Canterbury
Bridget Doyly R.I.P. [Phil Loughnane]

WED 22

9.00 am

Margaret Scales R.I.P.

THU 23

9.00 am

Saint George, Martyr - Solemnity
Francesca Candita Simpkins R.I.P.

FRI 24

9.00 am

Margaret Fernandes R.I.P.

SAT 25

9.00 am

Saint Mark, Evangelist - Feast
Olimpia Cominetti R.I.P.

Please note: you can request Holy Mass via email (antonymegalan@rcaos.com) or text
(07367426492). No need to send money. We offer the Holy Mass for your intentions.

“The entire history of Salvation is a journey of love, mercy and
benevolence”1 [Anne Mellis]
God’s creation came from his love, with man as its pinnacle. Through
disobedience, Adam and Eve were banished from the Garden of Eden, to earn
their living by their own labours, but at the same time were given the promise of
eventual redemption, in the “proto evengelium” or
first Gospel.2
The Old Testament tells of a time of waiting, and a
succession of covenants, given by God. Noah was
given the promise that the world would never be
flooded again3. Abraham was assured that his
descendants would outnumber the stars in the sky
and grains of sand4. Leading his people from slavery in Egypt, God gave
Moses the Ten Commandments,5. David was promised the throne of God’s
kingdom6. Jeremiah foretold a new Covenant, to be written on men’s’ hearts,
with the forgiveness of all their sins…” they will be my people”7
At the Incarnation, God became Man, to restore us to communion with the
Father. On earth, Jesus revealed God’s love by his actions and teaching8. At the
Last supper, Jesus instituted the “new and eternal covenant”.9
By his death on the Cross, Jesus reconciled us to God10; after His Resurrection
He appeared to the Apostles, breathing on them the Holy Spirit…”11 bestowing
on them authority to forgive sins. The Holy Spirit inspired the Apostles to go
out into the world, passing on the Good News of Jesus Christ and Baptizing
them into His Church.12
Through Baptism, we are adopted children of God, sealed with the indelible
mark of belonging to Christ13. As we await the second coming of Christ, who
will deliver universal judgement on the living and the dead14, we “look forward
to the…life of the world to come”15 with the Holy Trinity of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.
1

Pope Benedict VI
Genesis 3:15
3 Gen 9:81
4 Gen 15 & 17
5 Exodus 20:1-17, 23:22
6 2 Samuel 7:12-13
7 Jeremiah 31: 31-34
8 Catechism of the Catholic Church 452-455
9 Roman Missal words at the Consecration
10 Roman 5:10
11 John 20
12 Acts 2:14-36
13 CCC 1265, 1272
14 CCC 1042
15 The Nicene Creed
2

A prayer by Cardinal John Henry Newman
Sent by Kath O’Sullivan

God has created me to do him some definite service;
He has committed some work to me
which he has not committed to another.
I have my missionI may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next.
...I am a link in a chain,
a bond of connection between persons.
He has not created me for naught.
I shall do good;
I shall do his work;
I shall be an angel of peace,
a preacher of truth in my own place, while not intending it,
if I do but keep his commandments.
Useful Links:
•

To Access to 24 x 7 Perpetual Adoration: https://www.ewtn.co.uk/live/adoration

•

To access Holy Mass and prayers from our Lady of Walsingham Shrine:
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream/

•

To access everyday Mass Readings and prayers [from Universalis]:
https://universalis.com/mass.htm

•

Governments Guidance to contain the pandemic:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-homeguidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection

•

Lewisham Food Bank: https://lewisham.foodbank.org.uk/

•

Facebook page for our parish: https://www.facebook.com/rcchurchcatford/

•

Our parish Instagram: holycrosscatford

Anyone is admitted to Hospital?
The Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care team offer support to patients, relatives, carers and staff
whatever their faith or belief, religious or non-religious.
Be assured, that patients in the hospital and their relatives at home, can have access to a
chaplain via the ward staff. Chaplains are available 24/7 and some are available to respond
out of hours on site for emergency end of life requests. All other chaplains are on call for
telephone support and advice only.

HOLY MASS TODAY

First reading - Acts 4:1-12
The name of Jesus Christ is the only one by which we can be saved
While Peter and John were talking to the people the priests came up to them,
accompanied by the captain of the Temple and the Sadducees. They were
extremely annoyed at their teaching the people the doctrine of the resurrection
from the dead by proclaiming the resurrection of Jesus. They arrested them, but
as it was already late, they held them till the next day. But many of those who
had listened to their message became believers, the total number of whom had
now risen to something like five thousand.
The next day the rulers, elders and scribes had a meeting in Jerusalem with
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, Jonathan, Alexander and all the members of
the high-priestly families. They made the prisoners stand in the middle and
began to interrogate them, ‘By what power, and by whose name have you men
done this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, addressed them, ‘Rulers of
the people, and elders! If you are questioning us today about an act of kindness
to a cripple, and asking us how he was healed, then I am glad to tell you all, and
would indeed be glad to tell the whole people of Israel, that it was by the name
of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, the one you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead, by this name and by no other that this man is able to stand up perfectly
healthy, here in your presence, today. This is the stone rejected by you the
builders, but which has proved to be the keystone. For of all the names in the
world given to men, this is the only one by which we can be saved.’

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 117(118):1-2,4,22-27
The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end.
Let the sons of Israel say:
‘His love has no end.’
Let those who fear the Lord say:
‘His love has no end.’

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
The stone which the builders rejected
has become the corner stone.
This is the work of the Lord,
a marvel in our eyes.
This day was made by the Lord;
we rejoice and are glad.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
O Lord, grant us salvation;
O Lord, grant success.
Blessed in the name of the Lord
is he who comes.
We bless you from the house of the Lord;
the Lord God is our light.

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone.
Gospel Acclamation Ps117:24
Alleluia, alleluia!
This day was made by the Lord:
we rejoice and are glad.
Alleluia!

Gospel - John 21:1-14
Jesus stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to them, and the same with the
fish
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples. It was by the Sea of Tiberias, and it
happened like this: Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael from Cana
in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee and two more of his disciples were together.
Simon Peter said, ‘I’m going fishing.’ They replied, ‘We’ll come with you.’
They went out and got into the boat but caught nothing that night.
It was light by now and there stood Jesus on the shore, though the disciples did
not realise that it was Jesus. Jesus called out, ‘Have you caught anything,
friends?’ And when they answered, ‘No’, he said, ‘Throw the net out to
starboard and you’ll find something.’ So they dropped the net, and there were so
many fish that they could not haul it in. The disciple Jesus loved said to Peter,
‘It is the Lord.’ At these words ‘It is the Lord’, Simon Peter, who had
practically nothing on, wrapped his cloak round him and jumped into the water.
The other disciples came on in the boat, towing the net and the fish; they were
only about a hundred yards from land.
As soon as they came ashore they saw that there was some bread there, and a
charcoal fire with fish cooking on it. Jesus said, ‘Bring some of the fish you
have just caught.’ Simon Peter went aboard and dragged the net to the shore,
full of big fish, one hundred and fifty-three of them; and in spite of there being
so many the net was not broken. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’
None of the disciples was bold enough to ask, ‘Who are you?’; they knew quite
well it was the Lord. Jesus then stepped forward, took the bread and gave it to
them, and the same with the fish. This was the third time that Jesus showed
himself to the disciples after rising from the dead.
Spiritual Communion [Prayer of St Alphonsus]

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament of the altar. I
love you above all things and I passionately desire to receive you into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my soul so
that I may unite myself wholly to you now and forever. Amen.

THIS SUNDAY IS

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
We shall pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet
at 3pm at Holy Cross. Please join this devotion
and pray for the world, especially those
who are in need of God’s mercy.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Holy Cross, Catford
19 APRIL 2020 AT 3PM

ADORATION

Sweet sacrament divine,
hid in thy earthly home,
lo, round thy lowly shrine,
with suppliant hearts we come;
Jesus, to thee our voice we raise,
in songs of love and heartfelt praise,
sweet sacrament divine,
sweet sacrament divine.
Sweet sacrament of peace,
dear home of ev'ry heart,
where restless yearnings cease,
and sorrows all depart;
there in thine ear all trustfully
we tell our tale of misery,
sweet sacrament of peace,
sweet sacrament of peace.

Litany of the Mercy of God
Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, hear us. Christ, graciously hear us.
God the Father of Heaven, Have mercy on us.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, Have mercy on us.
God the Holy Spirit, Have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, One God, Have mercy on us.
Mercy of God, supreme attribute of the Creator,
Mercy of God, greatest perfection of the Redeemer,
Mercy of God, unfathomable love of the Sanctifier,
We trust in You!
Mercy of God, inconceivable mystery of the Holy Trinity,
Mercy of God, expression of the greatest power of the Most High,
Mercy of God, revealed in the creation of the heavenly Spirits,
Mercy of God, summoning us to existence out of nothingness,
Mercy of God, embracing the whole universe,
Mercy of God, bestowing upon us immortal life,
Mercy of God, shielding us from merited punishments,
Mercy of God, raising us from the misery of sin,
Mercy of God, justifying us in the Word Incarnate,
Mercy of God, flowing from the wounds of Christ,
Mercy of God, gushing from the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Mercy of God, giving to us the Most Blessed Virgin Mary
as Mother of God,
Mercy of God, shown in the revelation of the Divine mysteries,
Mercy of God, manifested in the institution of the universal Church,
Mercy of God, contained in the institution of the Holy Sacraments,
We trust in You!
Mercy of God, bestowed upon humankind in the Sacraments of
Baptism and Penance,
Mercy of God, granted in the Sacraments of the Altar and the
Priesthood,
Mercy of God, shown in calling us to the Holy Faith,

Mercy of God, revealed in the conversion of sinners,
Mercy of God, manifested in the sanctification of the just,
Mercy of God, fulfilled in the perfecting of the saintly,
Mercy of God, font of health for the sick and the suffering,
Mercy of God, solace of anguished hearts,
Mercy of God, hope of souls afflicted with despair,
Mercy of God, always and everywhere accompanying all people,
Mercy of God, anticipating us with graces,
Mercy of God, peace of the dying,
Mercy of God, refreshment and relief of the Souls in Purgatory,
Mercy of God, heavenly delight of the blessed,
Mercy of God, crown of all the Saints,
Mercy of God, inexhaustible source of miracles,
We trust in You!
Lamb of God, Who didst show us Thy greatest mercy in redeeming
the world on the Cross, Spare us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who dost mercifully offer Thyself for us in every Holy
Mass,
Graciously hear us, O Lord.
Lamb of God, Who takest away the sins of the world through
Thine inexhaustible Mercy, Have mercy on us.
HYMN
God of mercy and compassion,
look with pity upon me
Father let me call Thee Father
'tis this child returns to Thee
Jesus Lord, I ask for mercy,
let me not implore in vain
All my sins I now detest them,
never will I sin again.
By my sins I have deserved

death, and endless misery
Hell with all its pains and torments,
and for all eternity.
(Refrain)
By my sins I have abandoned,
right and claim to Heaven above
Where the Saints rejoice for ever,
in a boundless sea of love.
(Refrain)
See our Saviour bleeding, dying,
on the cross of Calvary
To that cross my sins have nailed Him,
yet He bleeds and dies for me.
(Refrain)

LITANY
You are the Bread of Life: Alleluia!
You are the Bread of Salvation: Alleluia!
You are the Blood that redeemed us: Alleluia!
You are the source of our joy: Alleluia!
You are the Bread that feeds us: Alleluia!
You are the Blood that quenches our thirst: Alleluia!
You are the Bread that comforts us: Alleluia!
You are the Bread that gives us strength: Alleluia!
You are the Bread that heals us in body and mind: Alleluia!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

MEDITATION AND CHAPLET

Chaplet
Our Father...
Hail Mary...
I Believe in God...
On the Father beads
Eternal Father,
I offer you the Body and Blood,
Soul and Divinity
of Your dearly beloved Son,
Our Lord Jesus Christ,
In atonement for our sins
and those of the whole world.
On the Hail Mary beads
For the sake of His sorrowful passion
Have mercy on us and on the whole world.
In conclusion three times
Holy God, Holy Mighty One,
Holy Immortal One,
Have mercy on us and on the whole world.

MEDITATION
First Glorious Mystery – The Resurrection
Jesus, you were raised from the dead to be for us a source of eternal
life. Sent by the living Father you draw life from the Father, and so,
whoever eats you draws God’s eternal life from you.
Because we share in your life, drawn from the Father, we are children
of God; we have been transformed utterly and completely by this
divine life. Eucharistic Lord, help us to appreciate our dignity as
children of God, with Mary as our heavenly mother.
Second Glorious Mystery – The Ascension
Jesus, you are now with your Father, you are in your Father, and the
Father is in you. We need no longer ask you to show the Father to us
– whoever sees you sees the Father. As we behold your glory, your
saving presence, veiled in this Eucharistic bread, let us be filled with
your transforming life.
Enlighten the eyes of our heart that we may know the hope to which
you call us, the riches of the inheritance you have won for us – a share
in the life of the Blessed Trinity forever.
Third Glorious Mystery – The Coming of the Holy Spirit
Jesus, you appeared to your disciples after your resurrection and filled
them with joy, as Mary was filled with joy at your annunciation. In
breathing on them you gave your disciples your Holy Spirit.
When we meet you, especially in the Blessed Eucharist, you pour an
increase of your Spirit into our hearts, uniting us more closely with
you. May the Holy Spirit incorporate us into your body, and guide us
as we share in your mission to the world.

Fourth Glorious Mystery – The Assumption of Our Lady
Jesus, we believe that you are the
Son of God Incarnate. In Mary,
assumed body and soul into
heaven, we see your promise of
life already fulfilled.
As we contemplate this mystery let
us hunger for Your love. May we
be united with You and your holy
mother, for all eternity.

Fifth Glorious Mystery – The Coronation of Our Lady
Jesus risen from the dead, you stand before the Mercy Seat of God,
interceding for us. Your mother is already bodily reigning with you.
She who gave you a human body has been called out of darkness into
your kingdom of love. She shares in your royal, sacrificial
intercession for us, her children.
Mary speaks, “I am not only the Queen of Heaven, but also the
Mother of Mercy and your Mother. I am Mother to you all, thanks to
the unfathomable Mercy of God”. Through the Mercy of God may
we come to
the joyful
vision of the
Father for all
eternity.

SILENT ADORATION
End of Adoration
HYMN
Soul of my Saviour
sanctify my breast,
Body of Christ,
be thou my saving guest,
Blood of my Saviour,
bathe me in thy tide,
wash me with water
flowing from thy side.
Strength and protection
may thy passion be,
O blessed Jesus,
hear and answer me;
deep in thy wounds, Lord,
hide and shelter me,
so shall I never,
never part from thee.
Guard and defend me
from the foe malign,
in death's dread moments
make me only thine;
call me and bid me
come to thee on high
where I may praise thee
with thy saints for aye.

TANTUM ERGO
Tantum ergo Sacramentum
Veneremur cernui:
Et antiquum documentum
Novo cedat ritui:
Praestet fides supplementum
Sensuum defectui.
Genitori, Genitoque
Laus et iubilatio,
Salus, honor, virtus quoque
Sit et benedictio:
Procedenti ab utroque
Compar sit laudation. Amen.

FINAL HYMN
Sweet heart of Jesus fount of love and mercy
Today we come Thy blessing to implore
O touch our hearts so cold and so ungrateful,
And make them Lord Thine own for ever more.
Sweet Heart of Jesus we Thee implore,
O make us love Thee, more and more.
Sweet heart of Jesus, make us know and love Thee,
Unfold to us the treasurers of Thy grace,
That so our hearts from things of earth uplifted,
May long alone, to gaze upon Thy face.
Sweet Heart of Jesus make us pure and gentle,
And teach us how to do Thy blessed Will,
To follow close the prints of Thy dear footsteps,
And when we fall, Sweet Jesus love us still.

Sweet Heart of Jesus bless all hearts that love Thee
And may Thine own Heart ever blessed be
Bless us dear Lord , and bless the friends we cherish
And keep us true to Mary and to Thee.

Pope: May common difficulties lead to greater unity
Pope Francis invites us to discover that unity is greater than any division, and urges us to seek
security in God alone: “In these difficult times, may He allow us to discover the communion
that binds us and the unity which is always greater than any division.”
Pope Francis said this was a historical event, which also holds universal value.
“Many times when we feel secure we begin to make plans and we slowly drift away from the
Lord. We don’t remain faithful. My security is no longer that which the Lord gives me. It is
an idol. This is what happened to Rehoboam and the people of Israel. He felt secure – a
consolidated kingdom – and abandoned the law and began to worship idols.”
Adoring idols
Pope Francis said we might object that we have never knelt before idols ourselves. “No,” he
said, “perhaps you don’t kneel but it’s true that you seek them and often adore idols in your
heart. Self-assuredness opens the door to idols.”
Feeling secure is not a bad thing, said Pope Francis. “It is a grace: being secure in the
knowledge that the Lord is with me.”
Rather, security becomes a crutch and leads to sin when I put myself at the center and stop
being faithful.
“The whole history of Israel, and the whole history of the Church, is full of infidelity. It is
full of egotistical behaviour and self-assuredness that leads the people of God to abandon the
Lord… Even among us, between people, faithfulness is not a virtue that is highly valued.”
Icon of fidelity
Pope Francis said Mary Magdalene provides the key to understanding fidelity, as she waited
and wept outside Jesus’ tomb (Jn 21:11-18).
“An icon of fidelity: that faithful woman who had not forgotten all that the Lord had done for
her. She was there, faithful before the impossible – a tragedy. Hers is a faithfulness that led
her to think she could carry away His body.”
True security comes from God
Finally, Pope Francis invited us to pray for the grace to be faithful.
“Today let us ask the Lord for the grace of faithfulness, and to thank Him when He gives us
security… the grace to be faithful even before the tomb and the collapse of so many
illusions.”

