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1ST SUNDAY OF YEAR C
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
8-9 January 2022

Jesus is full of surprises. Here we see one at the start of his public ministry. Jesus’
cousin, John the baptiser, has just said that his [John’s] baptism with water will be
followed by one mightier than he whose sandals he is not worthy to untie. Jesus will
baptise with the Holy Spirit and with fire. This scene is followed immediately by Jesus’
coming to John and asking for John’s baptism by water.
Baptismal water symbolises a dying/drowning experience. St Paul says: “We were buried
therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life” [Rom 6:4].
Jesus seems to take John’s baptising as a sign from his father to begin his own public
ministry. Jesus always uses real-life-experiences as indicators of his father’s will. Today,
it is the action of John the Baptist that initiates his action. Jesus seeks to do his father’s
will every moment. When he finds himself in the garden of Gethsemane near the end of
his time with us, he prays that what was apparently going to happen would not happen.
Yet, he concludes: “Father, not my will, but yours be done.”
Please Pray for the Sick:
Monica Chen, Myra Hannon, Melanie Thomas,
Florence Nosegbe, Lydia Joseph, Pat Vessey,
John Conway, Gala Lobo, Mary Emmanus,
Pat Doyle, Alan Durkin, Rachael Pereira Wibberley,
Ann Whitington, Joe Baptiste, Elfrida Wacholz,
Dora Biasi, Susan Murphy and Martin Flately.
If you would like the parish community to pray
for the sick members of your family and to be
added in the newsletter, please send us an email.
Mass Intentions: Ther e ar e envelopes in the side
porch for anyone wishing to request a Mass
Intention. Please do remember to provide a contact
number so that we can advise you if your preferred
date is not available. Thank you.

For a Few Weeks: Please be awar e that as par t of our effor ts
to limit the spread of the coronavirus, we have taken the decision
to limit some of the singing in our Sunday morning masses.
Therefore, the “GLORIA”, “ALLELUIA” and “HOLY HOLY”
will now be said, and the hymns will be sung by cantor only.
The “LORD HAVE MERCY”, RESPONSORIAL PSALM,
and “LAMB OF GOD” will still be sung, but please leave your
face covering on if you are going to join in with these items.
We are all strongly encouraged to receive communion by hand,
but if you specifically desire to receive on the tongue, please
ensure you come up at the very end of the communion procession,
and only to the priest (as he will have a sanitiser on him to ensure
he can clean his hand after administering communion to you).
Finally, please be aware that doors and windows will be opened at
times during the service to ensure the church is well ventilated.

Not able to come to church during this Pandemic? Coming to Chur ch to offer the Holy Mass with God’s people is the
best form of participation. In case you are not able to come due to your age or health condition, please do not worry. Log on
to our website (http://www.holycross-catford.org.uk/) and click the livestream section.
You may find more information about our parish and Mass intention list in our online newsletter. To subscribe for the
newsletter, please register yourself on the parish website or send an email to catfordnewsletter@rcaos.org.uk.
Home Visit: My mum is slowly losing her memor y and thinks that I am somewher e closer to her but not visiting her !!!
I could not visit my home during these Pandemic years, but now have the opportunity to visit for three weeks. As we also
celebrate our parish feast at this time of the year, I will have a chance to meet all my friends and relatives. Please keep me in
your prayers. In my absence, Fr Clive and priests from Brockley will offer the Masses. I can be still contacted by email and
WhatsApp.

Many Thanks: Thr oughout the Pandemic, I visited a number of patients, some even on the high r isk Covid war ds. But
unfortunately I could not escape from the Omicron variant this time. When I tested positive, you looked after me with your
prayers and support. I was fed very well by our parishioners. I am now well again. Sincere thanks to you all.
Money Matters - Many thanks
Christmas Mass offering: £ 1534.00
No Mass or Collection on Sunday, 26th Dec
2nd January Mass offering: £338.67
Altar Servers’ Albs: £335 (Total £845)
[Thanks to a generous donor who donated £300]
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MASS for the Baptism of the Lord in Year C
Entrance Hymn (Cantor only)
Entrance Antiphon
Cf. Mt 3: 16-17
After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened,
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.
Gloria (said)
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
First Reading

Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God.
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that her time of
service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, that she has received from
the hand of the Lord double punishment for all her crimes.’
A voice cries, ‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord.
Make a straight highway for our God across the desert.
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low.
Let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges a valley;
then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind
shall see it; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’
Go up on a high mountain, joyful messenger to Zion.
Shout with a loud voice, joyful messenger to Jerusalem.
Shout without fear, say to the towns of Judah,
‘Here is your God.’
Here is the Lord coming with power,
his arm subduing all things to him.
The prize of his victory is with him, his trophies all go before him.
He is like a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms,
holding them against his breast and leading to their rest the mother
ewes.
Responsorial Psalm

Psalm 28(29):1-4,9-10

The Lord will bless his people with peace.
O give the Lord, you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;
give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court.
The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;
the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.
The God of glory thunders.
In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory!’
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.

Second Reading

Titus 2:11-14,3:4-7

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible
for the whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is to
give up everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly
ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live good and religious
lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so that
it could be his very own and would have no ambition except to do
good.
But when the kindness and love of God our saviour for mankind
were revealed, it was not because he was concerned with any
righteous actions we might have done ourselves; it was for no reason
except his own compassion that he saved us, by means of the
cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the Holy Spirit
which he has so generously poured over us through Jesus Christ our
saviour. He did this so that we should be justified by his grace, to
become heirs looking forward to inheriting eternal life.
Gospel Acclamation (Said)

cf.Lk3:16

Alleluia, alleluia!
Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I.
He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Alleluia!
Gospel

Luke 3:15-16,21-22

A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, who were
beginning to think that John might be the Christ, so John declared
before them all, ‘I baptise you with water, but someone is coming,
someone who is more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo
the strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. Now when all the people had been baptised and while Jesus
after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened and the Holy
Spirit descended on him in bodily shape, like a dove. And a voice
came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests
on you.’
Offertory Hymn (Cantor only)
Holy, Holy (said)
Memorial Acclamation (said)
Lamb of God
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world,
grant us peace.
Communion Hymn(s) {Cantor (s) only}
Communion Antiphon

Jn 1: 32, 34

Behold the One of whom John said:
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.
Recessional Hymn (Cantor only)

BAPTISM: This Sunday Kamsiyochukwu Ogbuji will be

welcomed into the Catholic Faith.
Please keep
Kamsiyochukwu and his parents Philip and Linda in your
prayers. Thank you.

