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How to become a Catholic: Ar e you inter ested in finding out mor e about our Faith and joining the Catholic
Church? Please come and see if this is for you. If you are a parishioner, be brave, invite friends, family members
and acquaintances to take the opportunity to look at their lives and maybe find some answers to the big questions.
Be extra brave and come along to support them. Come and see! If you are interested, please speak to Fr Antony to
receive an application form, or contact Judy Chen: catfordrcia@rcaos.org.uk
How to Become a Parishioner of Holy Cross Parish: If you are
new to this parish or have not registered your details with Holy
Cross then please complete an online form from our website or
introduce yourself to Fr Antony. You will be invited to a
Welcome Day to meet our parishioners. To find the online form,
go to our parish website and click the Registration section.
How to Baptise your Child: To baptise your child, please
make an appointment with Fr Antony to receive the Application
Form.
Not able to come to church during this Pandemic? Coming to
Church and offering the Holy Mass with God’s people is the best
form of participation. In case you are not able to come due to
your age or health condition, please do not worry. Log on to our
website and click the ‘livestream’ section. It is also a great
blessing for those families and friends who live elsewhere and
are not able to come in person to attend when their beloved ones’
Baptism, Holy Communion, Confirmation or funeral liturgy are
taking place at Holy Cross. We have a number of Masses over
the Christmas weekend. Please invite your family and friends
who do not usually come to church. It will be an opportunity for
us to bring them back to Christ.

CHRISTMAS MASS
TIMES
24th December [Fr iday]
6.30pm: Vigil Mass
11.30pm: Christmas Carols
12 Midnight: Festive Mass
25th December [Satur day]
Mass at 9.00am,
11.30am and 6.30pm
—————————————
26th December [Sunday]
Mass at 9.00am and 11.30am
—————————————
27 Monday to 30 Thursday
Mass begins at 10am

Hymns and readings
Entrance Hymn

O come, all ye faithful,
joyful and triumphant.
O come ye, o come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold him,
born the King of angels.
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
God of God,
light of light,
lo! He abhors not the virgin’s womb.
Very God, begotten, not created:
O come, let us adore him…
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above,
glory to God in the highest:
O come, let us adore him…
Yes, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning,
Jesu to thee be glory given;
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing:
O come, let us adore him
Glory! Glory! Glory to God!
Glory! Glory! Glory to God!
1. Glory to God in the heights of the heavens,
Peace to God’s people, all people on earth.
2. Son of the Father, all glory and worship;
Praise and thanksgiving to you, Lamb of God.
3. You take away the sin of the world;
Have mercy on us, receive our prayer.
4. Seated in pow’r at the right of the Father,
Jesus alone is the Lord, the Most High.
5. And with the Spirit of love everlasting,
reigning in glory for ever. Amen.
First Reading
Isaiah 9:1-7
The people that walked in darkness has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone. You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders, the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us, a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end, for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of Hosts will do this.
Psalm
Psalm 95(96):1-3,11-13
Today a Saviour has been born to us;
He is Christ the Lord.

O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless His name.
Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory,
and his wonders among all the people.
Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord, for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth.
With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the people with his truth.
Second Reading

Titus 2:11-14

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation possible for
the whole human race and taught us that what we have to do is to
give up everything that does not lead to God, and all our worldly
ambitions; we must be self-restrained and live good and religious
lives here in this present world, while we are waiting in hope for the
blessing which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people so that
it could be his very own and would have no ambition except to do
good.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
A hallowed day has dawned upon us.
Come, you nations, worship the Lord,
for today a great light has shone down upon the earth.
Alleluia!
Gospel

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word:
and the Word was with God
and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things came to be,
not one thing had its being but through him.
All that came to be had life in him
and that life was the light of men,
a light that shines in the dark,
a light that darkness could not overpower.
A man came, sent by God.
His name was John.
He came as a witness,
as a witness to speak for the light,
so that everyone might believe through him.
He was not the light, only a witness to speak for the light.
The Word was the true light
that enlightens all men;
and he was coming into the world.
He was in the world
that had its being through him,
and the world did not know him.
He came to his own domain
and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God,
to all who believe in the name of him

who was born not out of human stock
or urge of the flesh, or will of man
but of God himself.
The Word was made flesh,
he lived among us, and we saw his glory,
the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father,
full of grace and truth.
John appears as his witness. He proclaims:
‘This is the one of whom I said:
He who comes after me ranks before me
because he existed before me.’
Indeed, from his fullness we have, all of us, received –
yes, grace in return for grace,
since, though the Law was given through Moses,
grace and truth have come through Jesus Christ.
No one has ever seen God;
it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart,
who has made him known.
Offertory Hymn
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.
While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold throughout the heavens
there came a glorious light.
Go, tell it on the mountain…
The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo! Throughout the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Saviour’s birth.
Go, tell it on the mountain…
And lo, when they had seen it,
they all bowed down and prayed,
they travelled on together
to where the Babe was laid.
Go, tell it on the mountain…
Down in a lowly manger
the humble Christ was born
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.
Go, tell it on the mountain…

Memorial Acclamation
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.
Lamb of God
Jesus, Lamb of God, the Word made flesh:
Jesus, son of God come down on earth:
Hear our prayer have mercy,
hear our prayer have mercy,
give us your peace.
Jesus, King of glory, King of peace:
Jesus, shining in our darkened world:
Hear our prayer…
Jesus, King of angels, Lord of joy:
Jesus, born to save the world from sin:
Hear our prayer
Communion 1
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet, in thy dark street shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth;
for Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming; but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy child of Bethlehem descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell:
O, come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
Communion 2
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
round yon virgin mother and child, holy infant so
tender and mild:
sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight,
glories stream from heaven afar, angel hosts sing ‘Alleluia’;
Christ the Saviour is born, Christ the Saviour is born.
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
radiant beams from thy holy face,
with the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.
Communion. Reflection
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing the baby awakes,
but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky
and stay by my side until morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay
close by me for ever and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
and fit us for heaven to live with thee there,
Recessional
Hark! The herald angels sing,
glory to the new-born King;
peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
joyful all ye nations rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
with the’angelic hosts proclaim:
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’
Hark! The herald angels sing glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heav’n adored.
Christ the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold Him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail th’incarnate deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel! Hark! The herald angels …..
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail, the Sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth: Hark! The herald angels …..

Want to receive any certificate from the Parish Office? Kindly bring any form of ID and proof of your
address. Our diocese advises as follows: The person requesting the certificates is required to show a form of ID.
This would demonstrate compliance for the prevention of potential third party access to personal information and
that you are taking security measures generally when working with people’s personal data. Something along the
lines of a driving licence or a utility bill to ensure the address matches as a form of ID for example would be a good
idea. Some form of ‘check’ needs to be undertaken prior to any personal information being given out.
If you are sick at home and would like Holy Communion br ought to you, please give your name, addr ess and
telephone number to Fr. Antony or Lesley Allen or contact Lisa O’Hara : catfordsupport@rcaos.org.uk.
A Eucharistic Minister will get in touch with you. If you are in the hospital and wish to speak to a priest, please
ask the staff there to contact the Catholic Chaplain. They are required to do this immediately.
Please Pray for the Sick:
Monica Chen, Clowie Aspery, Myra Hannon,
Melanie Thomas, Florence Nosegbe, Lydia Joseph,
John Conway, Dorothy Beacon, Gala Lobo,
Mary Emmanus, Pat Doyle, Alan Durkin, Rachael
Pereira Wibberley, Ann Whitington,
Christina Adedeji, Joe Baptiste, Elfrida Wacholz,
Dora Biasi, Susan Murphy and Martin Flately.
If you would like the parish community to pray
for the sick members of your family and to be
added in the newsletter, please send us an email.
Mass Intentions: Ther e ar e envelopes in the side
porch for anyone wishing to request a Mass Intention.
Please do remember to provide a contact number in
case we need to contact you should your preferred
date is unavailable. Thank you.

9pm for Night Prayer: It is now mor e than 13 months since we
began praying the Night Prayer of the universal Church together at
9pm every evening via Zoom. This Wednesday, as well as prayers,
we sang Christmas Carols. Many thanks to the 42 families who
participated. In this Pandemic, it is a blessing for us to pray
together as God’s family and receive His blessings before going to
sleep. Please invite your family also to join in prayer.
Meeting ID: 7578777461; Passcode: 20212021. Following a
short break for Christmas we shall resume again from Sunday, 2
January 2022.
The Church Care Team under takes a deep clean and sanitises
our church every Saturday at 12 noon. Please join if you can.
Sincere thanks to our Church Care Team for their sacrifices.
Prayer Times at Holy Cross: Special pr ayer s after Mass have
resumed now. You are invited to join us:
Rosary – Mon, Tue, Thu @ 9.45am; Divine Mercy Chaplet –
Wed @ 9.45am and Fri 6.10pm

Manna Mission: The soup kitchen was again open on the
fourth Sunday of Advent. Thanks to Team Two and helpers
who supplied three satisfying soups, bread and some delicious
homemade Christmas cake. If you would like to support the
Teams in 2022, when we start again, please let me know.
You will find more information about our parish and the Mass
Intention list in our online newsletter. To subscribe for the
newsletter, please register yourself on the parish website or send
an email to catfordnewsletter@rcaos.org.uk
Parish Office Opening Times: Tuesdays & Thur sdays fr om
10:00am. However the office will be closed over Christmas and
New Year until Tuesday, 4th Jan 2022.
In this Pandemic, we encourage you to receive the Holy Communion on your hands. If you would like to receive
the Lord on your tongue, please join the Communion Procession towards the end.
Many thanks for your understanding and cooperation.
Money Matters

PARISH CONTACTS

Last Weeks Mass offering [loose collection]: £514
Altar Servers’ Albs: Total so far £510.

Parish Office:

Jo Flahive
& Lisa O’Hara

catford@rcaos.org.uk
020 8698 3672

Your Mass Offerings at all Christmas Masses will be
a special gift from you to Fr Antony

RCIA

Judy Chen

catfordrcia@rcaos.org.uk

Thank you all for your kindness and generosity.

Safeguarding:

Pat Barber

catfordsg1@safeguardrcaos.org.uk

